
 

 

   

This alert is sent to American Lung Association of the Southwest Region (serving Arizona, 
Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, and Utah) advocates to inform them of this year’s State of 
Tobacco Control 2009 grades. This report is issued every January by the national American 
Lung Association. 

  
State of Tobacco Control 2009 grades states and the District of Columbia on smoke-free air 
laws’ cigarette tax rates; tobacco prevention and control program funding’; and coverage of 
cessation treatments and services, designed to help smokers quit. 
  
To calculate grades published in SOTC, the American Lung Association compared policies 
against targets based on the most current, recognized scientific criteria for effective tobacco 
control, or policies that are the best in the nation.  This report comes at a critical moment, 
when states cannot afford any complacency in efforts to curb the enormous burden of 
tobacco use.  Events in 2009 underscored both the continuing devastation resulting from 
tobacco-related disease and the outlaw character of the tobacco companies tactics. 
  
 
We need your commitment to help.  Together we can be tireless in our efforts to protect our 
youth and vulnerable populations from the devastation caused by tobacco 
addiction.  Together we must continue to write, call and educate our elected officials and let 
them know that despite Colorado’s economic challenges turning their back on tobacco 
prevention efforts comes with too a high price. We cannot afford to allow the tobacco 
industry unfettered access in to addict our youth to their deadly products.   
  
A state-by-state overview: 
  
In the SOTC report, Arizona received an A for smoke-free air but an F for Tobacco 
Prevention and Control Spending.  Arizona has much to be proud of due to reducing adult 
smoking from 19.7 percent in 2007 to 15.9 percent in 2008 but much work remains to 
ensure that the smoke-free law is properly and consistently enforced throughout the 
state.  See Arizona’s report here (Link) 
  
  
In the SOTC report, Colorado received an A for smoke-free air, and an F for Tobacco 
Prevention and Control Spending.  Colorado is reeling from devastating blows to tobacco 
prevention and cessation programs for a significant part of 2009 to seeking to balance the 
state’s $800 million  deficit during the 2009 legislative session.   See Colorado’s report here 
(Link) 
  
In the SOTC report, Nevada received a B for smoke-free air, and C for Cessation coverage; 
receiving a “thumbs up” in the report for covering all recommended tobacco cessation 
medication and forms of counseling for its Medicaid population and state 



employees.  Unfortunately, Nevada expects further attempts to weaken or eliminate the 
Nevada Clean Indoor Air Act.  See Nevada’s report here (Link) 
  
In the SOTC report, New Mexico received an A for smoke-free air and a D for their cigarette 
tax of  $.91 per pack.  New Mexico will make it a priority to increase the tobacco tax as an 
effective way to prevent and reduce smoking, especially among teens.  New Mexico has also 
prioritized working with tribal communities to make Native American-owned casinos smoke-
free.  See New Mexico’s report here (Link) 
  
In the SOTC report, Utah received an A for smoke-free air and an F for Tobacco Prevention 
and Control Spending.  Facing challenges to the state’s budget Utah is working diligently 
with its partners to ensure maintenance of the Tobacco Prevention budget.  In 2009 Utah 
worked to increase the tobacco tax and although an increase was discussed at length during 
the legislative session, no increase was ultimately approved.  Utah will continue to advocate 
for an increase to its tobacco tax.  See Utah’s report here (Link) 

State of Tobacco Control 2009 grades states and the District of Columbia on smoke-free air 
laws, cigarette tax rates, tobacco prevention and control program funding; and coverage of 
cessation treatments and services designed to help smokers quit. 

To calculate grades published in SOTC, the American Lung Association compared policies 
against targets based on the most current, recognized scientific criteria for effective tobacco 
control, or policies that are the best in the nation. This report comes at a critical moment, 
when states cannot afford any complacency in efforts to curb the enormous burden of 
tobacco use. Events in 2009 underscored both the continuing devastation resulting from 
tobacco-related disease and the outlaw character of the tobacco companies' tactics. 
 
See the full report here. 

We need your commitment to help. Together we can be tireless in our efforts to protect 
our youth and vulnerable populations from the devastation caused by tobacco addiction. 
Together we must continue to write, call and educate our elected officials and let them know 
that despite economic challenges, turning their back on tobacco prevention efforts comes 
with too high a price. We cannot afford to allow the tobacco industry unfettered access to 
addict our youth to their deadly products.   

A state-by-state overview: 
In the SOTC report, Arizona received an A for smoke-free air but an F for tobacco 
prevention and control spending. Arizona has much to be proud of due to reducing adult 
smoking from 19.7 percent in 2007 to 15.9 percent in 2008, but much work remains to 
ensure that the smoke-free law is properly and consistently enforced throughout the state. 
See Arizona’s report here. 

In the SOTC report, Colorado received an A for smoke-free air, and an F for tobacco 
prevention and control spending. Colorado is reeling from devastating blows to tobacco 
prevention and cessation programs for a significant part of 2009, seeking to balance the 
state’s $800 million deficit during the 2009 legislative session. See Colorado’s report here. 

In the SOTC report, Nevada received a B for smoke-free air, and C for cessation coverage; 
receiving a “thumbs up” in the report for covering all recommended tobacco cessation 
medication and forms of counseling for its Medicaid population and state employees. 
Unfortunately, Nevada expects further attempts to weaken or eliminate the Nevada Clean 
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Indoor Air Act. See Nevada’s report here. 

In the SOTC report, New Mexico received an A for smoke-free air and a D for their 
cigarette tax of $.91 per pack. New Mexico will make it a priority to increase the tobacco tax 
as an effective way to prevent and reduce smoking, especially among teens. New Mexico 
has also prioritized working with tribal communities to make Native American-owned 
casinos smoke-free. See New Mexico’s report here. 

In the SOTC report, Utah received an A for smoke-free air and an F for tobacco prevention 
and control spending. Facing challenges to the state’s budget, Utah is working diligently 
with its partners to ensure maintenance of the tobacco prevention budget. In 2009, Utah 
worked to increase the tobacco tax and although an increase was discussed at length during 
the legislative session, no increase was ultimately approved. Utah will continue to advocate 
for an increase to its tobacco tax. See Utah’s report here. 

The American Lung Association's 2009 State of Tobacco Control Report is now 
available online. See your state's report: 
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Utah  
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