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A student push to ban smoking entirely at Arizona State University appears to be losing some 
steam. 
 
Instead of a ban, the student senate at ASU's Tempe campus voted Thursday night to recommend 
setting up outdoor "smoking zones," or designated areas where people can light up outdoors. 
 
Student senators called it a compromise that protects non-smokers from cigarette smoke without 
getting involved in personal decisions about whether to smoke. "I think this step really allows us 
to do something and then assess it," said Daniel Valenza, 22, a senior majoring in architecture 
and a member of the senate. 
 
The student recommendation is just a first step toward changing the smoking policy at the state's 
largest public university. ASU prohibits smoking indoors and generally allows smoking outside, 
provided people are at least 25 feet from building entrances and vents. The University of Arizona 
and Northern Arizona University have similar rules. 
 
Supporters of a full smoking ban aren't giving up, however. 
 
Chad Williams, a 26-year-old philosophy major who is helping spearhead the ban, said that 
while it would have been helpful to have the student senate's support for a ban, the senate's 
decision is just a recommendation. The goal has always been to get a smoke-free proposal in 
front of policymakers. He is hopeful that ASU administrators or the Arizona Board of Regents, 
who oversee the three state universities, will take up the topic. 
 
"It hasn't lost any steam at all," he said of the campaign. 
 
Over the past year, a student-led initiative has been building to ban outdoor smoking at ASU. 
ASU President Michael Crow has said that any smoking ban should be a student initiative and 
that, if it passed, he would be supportive. 
 
Along with the Tempe campus, at least one other student group has already weighed in. The 
Associated Students of ASU's Polytechnic campus last week voted against a smoking ban largely 
because smoking is a "personal liberty," said Matt McCoy, 25, the group's president. 
 
Student groups at the downtown Phoenix and West campuses also are expected to vote on the 
matter over the next few weeks. 
 
Any policy recommendation also would need to go to the university's academic senate, made up 
of faculty, before going to the ASU administration. 
 
Efforts to ban outdoor smoking are part of a larger, accelerating trend among colleges, cities, 
companies and other institutions to drive out smoking from parks, beaches or their entire 
premises. 
 



The movement is being driven by a growing body of research that details the dangers of 
secondhand smoke, frustrations over litter and desires to promote better health. For example, a 
2007 study in the Journal of the Air & Waste Management Association found that, depending on 
wind direction and other factors, an hour's exposure to several cigarettes at close range outdoors 
can be comparable to sitting in a smoky tavern. 
 
The topic has been controversial at ASU. 
 
Smokers say lighting up is a personal choice and that they should be allowed to continue doing 
this as long as they aren't blowing smoke on someone else. But some non-smokers say the 
outdoor fumes are irritating and pose a health threat to other students. They also hope more 
smokers will quit if the university makes it harder for them to light up. 
 
Five percent of ASU students report they smoke daily while 16 percent smoke at least once a 
month, according to a 2009 survey by the American College Health Association. 
 
The student recommendation that was voted on Thursday doesn't say when these zones should 
become effective. That would be up to ASU officials.  
 


