Smoking ban hurt few establishments
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The smoke may be gone, but as a whole Arizona's bars and restaurants haven't seen their profits
vanish since voters banned smoking in most public places, according to a study released by the
Arizona Department of Health Services.

The study, conducted by Arizona State University's W.P. Carey School of Business, surveyed
bars and restaurants across Arizona and analyzed their profits before and after the ban went into
effect in May 2007.

It found no large-scale economic effect on the restaurant and bar industry. While some
businesses have suffered, others, such as bars with patios open to smokers, have benefited from
the ban, according to the study.

Brigitte Dufour, program manager for the Department of Health Services' Smoke Free Arizona,
said businesses have created a better atmosphere for patrons by complying with the ban.

"We are all winners with the Smoke-Free Arizona Act," Dufour said.

The study found that bars were more affected by the ban than restaurants, and it said that most
bars that lost business weren't forced to close.

That news didn't comfort Conny Jacobs, owner of a Famous Sam's franchise in Mesa. She said
the ban has done more than just drive customers away from her sports bar and restaurant.

"People would say they were going out for a smoke and then they would walk out and not come
back," Jacobs said. "So now we have people leave their credit cards or driver's licenses."
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