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EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the first of two parts about area compliance
with the lllinois Smoke Free Act and its consequences.

The lllinois Smoke Free Act may have put an end to smoking inside
public places earlier this year, but some people continue to light up
despite the law.

As business owners and smokers adjust to the new law, some agree
that it has produced positive results, while others are upset because
some have blatantly disregarded it.

Like speakeasies during Prohibition, the area now has "smokeasies."
Almost every town has a bar or two where people know they can go to smoke without being told to extinguish
it.

On any given night, a smoky haze fills the Ten Pin in Alton. Patrons gather near the bar in this small
establishment on Broadway and puff away as if the Smoke Free Act doesn't exist.

During the day, patrons usually step outside for a puff, but after 9 p.m., they throw caution to the wind and
eagerly light up inside.

"I'm going to smoke in here as long as they let me,” one woman said.

Health officials said most people are adhering to the law, but nonetheless, there are those who are continuing
to break it.

Melaney Arnold, spokeswoman for the Illinois Department of Public Health, said that as of Dec. 15, the
agency had received 5,294 complaints through its Web site, www.smoke-freeillinois.gov, and by the toll-free
number, (866) 973-4646. She said the number of complaints received is only a partial account because the
public also can register complaints with any state-certified public health department or law enforcement
agency.

Arnold said once a complaint is made, the information is given to the health department, which in turn sends
a letter to the business' owner.

"We really are seeing a lot of compliance,” Arnold said.

Bethalto Mayor Steve Bryant said he has heard of no problems in the village during the past six months. He
said there were a few problems in the beginning; however, the establishments were notified by police that if
the behavior didn't cease, there would be further repercussions.

Bryant said that if the village received a second complaint, police were directed to issue a citation to the
violators. Even though many believe the state law is toothless, Bryant said, "The law is the law."

In November, two Joliet bar patrons were fined and sentenced to court supervision after a jury convicted them
of violating the Smoke Free Act. The Will County Health Department's Tobacco Control and Prevention
program and Joliet police caught the patrons during random compliance checks.

1of3 2/29/2012 3:25 PM



Print Article: Area establishments defy indoor smoking ban http://www.thetelegraph.com/common/printer/view.php?db=alton&id=21713

The patrons, the first to be convicted in the state for the offense, were fined $231 each and placed on six
months of supervision. Another three bar patrons also were cited and are facing bench trials set for February.

A Will County official said unannounced compliance checks are undertaken once the health department
receives three public complaints alleging violations.

In Madison County, 334 complaints were filed as of Dec. 22; however, the actual number of establishments
where smoking is alleged to have taken place is about 132, said Mary Cooper, environmental health services
manager with the Madison County Health Department

"Several of the establishments have received multiple complaints," Cooper said.

The top five Madison County communities in complaints received are Alton, 47; Granite City, 40; Godfrey, 20;
Wood River, 17; and Collinsville, 15.

The number of complaints filed in Macoupin County is exceedingly low, compared to its southern neighbor.

"We've only had 30 complaints filed," said David Hopper, Macoupin County's tobacco program coordinator.
"We've been really fortunate when it comes to compliance."

Hopper said once a letter was sent to the business for an alleged violation, there typically were no more
problems. He said that 23 of the complaints were received on the state's hotline and the remaining came
directly to the county.

The number of complaints received in other counties were Jersey, 27; Calhoun, nine; and Greene, eight.
Cooper said enforcement is difficult because there is no "bite" in the law.
"All we can do is send a letter," she said.

However, she said that could change if the county or municipalities were to adopt ordinances preventing the
action.

There is an amendment being proposed to Senate Bill 2707, the Smoke Free Act, to change the enforcement
section of the law. The proposed amendment states that the IDPH "shall afford a violator the opportunity to
pay the fine without objection or to contest the citation in accordance with the lllinois Administrative
Procedure Act."

Arnold said the proposed amendment would allow for citations to be issued, similar to traffic citations.

Several River Bend hotspots - Roper's Regal Beagle, Fast Eddie's Bon-Air and Sports Tap Bar and Grill -
went above and beyond to accommodate smoking patrons by building outdoor seating areas and covered
patios. Others simply have followed the law.

"We really haven't had any problems with the ban," said Tim Palermo, manager of Chico's Lounge in Wood
River.

But Palermo acknowledged it's hard for him to make a comparison because he didn't work at the bar and grill
prior to the ban.

"The previous owner closed the place on New Year's Day," Palermo said. "It didn't open again for another
eight months."

The new owners - Tina and Tom Davis and Chris Stanley - reopened the popular bar and grill at 576 S. Sixth
St. on Aug. 1.

"The smoking ban has never really affected us," Palermo said. "We've had a few people light up, but when

we tell them they can't smoke, they either put out their cigarette or go outside to finish. Most of the people
who light up are from out of state and are here working at ConocoPhillips."
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Palermo said the longtime patrons who returned to the bar have respected the new owners and the law.

"The only real problem we have is with cigarette butts,” he said. "I've heard there are other places out there
allowing people to smoke, and that makes it hard on those who follow the rule."

cynthia_ellis@thetelegraph.com
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