Casinos add restrictions on smoking http://www.azcentral.com/business/articles/2008/04/25/20080425biz-sm...

1of1l

Arizona Business & Money

Casinos add restrictions on smoking
by Cathryn Creno - Apr. 25, 2008 07:38 PM
The Arizona Republic

Recommend Be the first of your friends to recommend this.

Before Arizona's anti-smoking law went into effect, Mike Gessner enjoyed a cigarette with a beer when he was out on the town.
Nothing much has changed for the north Phoenix resident except the distance he drives for that drink and cigarette.

Gessner now travels across the Valley to a bar at Wild Horse Pass Casino on the Gila River Reservation just outside Chandler.

"The only difference for me is now I'm addicted to the casino along with the cigarettes," Gessner quipped.

Because Arizona's 22 casinos are on land owned by Indian tribes, they are not bound by the state's anti-smoking law.

Casino officials say they have not seen a statistically significant leap in bar and restaurant business they can directly attribute to the ban.
They say, though, many customers tell them they are glad to have someplace still where they can both light up and socialize.

"I can't give you any statistics, but I can tell you | have heard comments from smokers that they are thankful there is still a place where you can
smoke and have a drink," said Randy Johnson, director of marketing for Cliff Castle Casino, about 100 miles north of Phoenix in Camp Verde.

Wild Horse Pass, Cliff Castle, Fort McDowell Gaming Center and Harrah's Ak-Chin Casino are among the casinos that have voluntarily banned
smoking in more formal restaurants in the past few years.

Robert Moberg, Gila River Casinos executive director of food and beverage, said that when Wild Horse Pass recently upgraded its Wind Dance
Restaurant, it removed the smoking section.

"It was a business decision," he said. "We had complaints from non-smokers, and we weren't able to fill all our tables in the smoking section."

Sheila Morago, executive director of the Arizona Indian Gaming Association, said that it does not surprise her that some casinos are voluntarily
restricting smoking in some restaurants.

"Casinos are following the restaurant-industry trend," she said. "As the numbers of smokers continue to drop, you are going to see more and more
non-smoking restaurants in casinos."

Still, most Phoenix-area casinos permit patrons to light up in bars and casual restaurants that open onto casino floors.

Debbie Barsy of Chandler said many of her friends and co-workers smoke and "no one has quit" because of the new law. Still, more are going to
casinos, she said.

"I've been coming here a lot more often," Barsy said as she lighted a cigarette and sat down to play a slot machine at Wild Horse Pass.
"It's hard to drink and not to have a cigarette," she said. "It gets your endorphins going."

Reach the reporter at cathryn.creno@arizonarepublic.com or 602-444-8056.
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