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Bar loses license after underage man's death
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A sports bar popular with everyone from football fans to pool sharks could possibly go out of business after officials revoked its liquor license in
the wake of the drunken-driving death of a 20-year-old man.

Metro Sportz Bar, located at Interstate 17 and Peoria Avenue, is open this week for off-track betting, games of 8-ball, lunch, dinner and TV sports
events - but there's no beer or alcohol for sale.

The bar's owner filed an appeal in Maricopa County Superior Court last week, seeking to overturn the Arizona Liquor Board's unanimous decision
to uphold the revocation of the bar's liquor license on Aug. 8. The ruling came after a 14-month investigation.

Ty Gurganus, who died last year after drinking at Metro Sportz, was known as a regular at the bar. He was not asked for identification the day he
died, investigators said.

Bar patrons described Gurganus - a student at Motorcycle Maintenance Institute in Phoenix - as "really trashed" and "stumbling" when he argued
with a bouncer about the bouncer's Harley Davidson around 1:30 a.m. May 13, 2007, according to investigative documents from the Arizona
Department of Liquor Licenses and Control.

"To prove his point on which motorcycle was better," Gurganus showed off by popping wheelies on his sports bike near Metrocenter around 1:30
a.m. records show. He struck a curb and died shortly thereafter.

Gurganus' blood-alcohol level was 0.27 percent, more than three times the Arizona legal limit of 0.08 percent, when he was tested at a nearby
hospital.

Metro Sportz owner Alfonso Larriva - who was once fined $10,000 in an unrelated case for refusing to enforce the state's indoor smoking ban -
said he appealed the Liquor Board's "aggressive" ruling, arguing the board judged the case based on inaccurate information.

Larriva said there is no record that the bar served Gurganus. He suggested that state officials inaccurately portrayed his willingness to cooperate
with the investigation.

"Without the license there is no business,” Larriva said. "We have quite a bit of people playing pool during the day, but it's not a profitable crowd."

Gurganus' mother, who lives in Texas, told investigators that her son first went to Metro Sportz for his roommate's 21st birthday and that he
boasted about drinking at the bar because it was "the only place that will serve him," according to records.

Larriva added that Gurganus was known at the bar for being a colorful character. He is shown on one security video from May 12, 2007 greeting
bouncers and entering the bar without being 1D'd.

Metro Sportz paid more than $6,000 in fines for violations related to underage patrons since 1999, according to state officials.

Larriva is also facing a Liquor Department investigation into his west Phoenix bar, Boomerang Bar & Billiards, according to state officials.
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